Scholarly Journal Article Analysis Form


Name:
Date:

"On my honor, I have not given, nor received, nor witnessed any unauthorized assistance on this work."
Instructions: Using your campus library search engines and selected databases for the course (see links on Canvas), find a peer-reviewed scholarly journal article that relates to your topic of interest. For this assignment, it is important that you find an article that is empirical, meaning that it is an article about an original research study where data was collected and analyzed. Sometimes you will find articles that are scholarly and peer-reviewed but they are theoretical, and do not include the tell-tale signs of an empirical study such as the “methods”, “data” or “findings” sections. If your article does not have those sections, find another article because it is likely that you won’t be able to complete the analysis required for this assignment. 

Please do NOT BOLD your responses. It makes it harder for me to read. Type your responses below the questions so they’re easier to find/read. 

Insert Article Citation here (see this link if you are not familiar with APA style: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html):
The how and the why: How did you find this article? Here I want to see your detailed search process to find a scholarly journal article and why you selected the article from the long list of results. [Example: Using the college library link to the research guides, I clicked on [name of database], I clicked on the filters “peer-reviewed” and “full-text only”, then searched for “juvenile delinquency” as a keyword. I found XXXX results, read the abstract of the articles that seemed like a good fit and settled on this article because ….. (could be that the methods were of interest to you, the sampling is a good example for your project, the findings are directly related to your topic of interest, or any other reason that moved you to choose this article)
Purpose of the study:  

Hypothesis:

Theories used (if one was mentioned in the article):
What type of research would you say this is (exploratory, explanatory, descriptive or evaluation)?
The research is exploratory because it sought to unearth the causes of female serial killings and to establish how prevalent it was in the United States of America.
Which methodology (how did the authors collect the data, did they use secondary data (dataset already in existence)?) Be specific.
The method of data collection used was interviews and consultation of several stakeholders including mental health experts.
Data (here discuss who or what made up the sample? What were the demographics or characteristics of the sample?):
The research suggests that there is only female serial killer in every six of them. The research also suggests that most female serial killers begin killing people at the age of 31 years.
Were there any ethical concerns?   
Method of analysis (i.e. discuss analytical strategies, how did they analyze the data? If the study is quantitative, it will include the statistical tests performed within the article; if it is qualitative, they will describe the process of arriving to the themes discussed) 
The researchers engaged various people through interviews in order to acquire information and used that information to establish the cause and prevalence of female serial killers.
What were the independent variables? How were the independent variables conceptualized (defined) and operationalized (measured)? Remember that independent variables (cause) are ones that have an effect on the dependent variable (effect). What was the dependent variable? [Note: this is relevant to quantitative studies; qualitative studies may or may not have a clear IV/DV designation]
The research was qualitative and therefore does not have a clear independent variables designation.
Results (write in your own words the results of the study; was their hypothesis supported or rejected?):

Are you convinced? Why? Why not? [Think about the elements of the study that you found compelling; Why are the results valid in your opinion? Are there limitations to this study?]
The research has limitations in that not all responses acquired through interviews could be trusted because some could be triggered by anxiety rather than reality. However, the results are valid because they have been composed by health and criminal experts who understand the issue more.
If you were doing this study, what would you do differently? How else can you set it up to test the hypothesis?
The research can be done differently by paying more attention on interviewing serial killers in prisons and also survivors of attempted serial killing. Mental health experts should come last to explain the difference between the mental health of a serial killer and a normal person.
What about the methodology of this study could apply to your own study? [This would include not just the data collection methods and the operationalization of variables but also the analysis techniques]
I would use the same data collection method and analysis because when it comes to serial killers, only through interviews one can understand why they do these acts and how often.
